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High Frequency Words:

This week in Math: 
Monday: Writing number sentences
Tuesday: Chapter 1 review and test
Wednesday: Chapter 2 – graphing – making tally charts
Thursday: Comparing data in tables  
Friday: Reading a picture graph


This week in Reading:  


This week in:

Science and Art:
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( Check out our school website: www.wilsonschoolpetaluma.org
Room 6 Newsletter





Mrs. Novoa’s Second Grade                                    September 2, 2010





Centers: 


	Each week the students work in independent literacy centers after lunch.  It is during this time that I will be doing guided reading with reading groups.  For the first few weeks, I am using this time to do reading assessments. Here are the centers we did this week: 


1 – Homophones – the students made homophone puzzle cards and chose pairs of homophones to use in sentences.  


2 - Partner Reading – the students read a phonics story in pairs and wrote about the beginning, middle, and end.  


3 – High Frequency words – the students used each of the high frequency words in sentences.  


4 – Accelerated Reading – the students read books and took accelerated reading tests.  








Reminders: 





Book orders are going home today.  Please return these by next Friday, September 10th.  





Don’t forget – Monday is a holiday!    





	








Important Dates:





Monday, September 6th – Labor Day – No School!





Saturday, September 11th – Wilson School Farmer’s Market and Carwash





Tuesday, September 14th – PTA Meeting – 7:00 





     This week we began working from our language arts textbooks.  Each week we will focus on a different comprehension skill.  This week we worked on story structure.  We practiced retelling the beginning, middle, and end of a story.  The story we read this week was Dragon Gets By by Dav Pilkey.  This is a silly fantasy story about a dragon going shopping.  We also worked on vocabulary words to go with the story (bare, steep, balanced, wise, and cupboard) and made a vocabulary wall in our room.  The students made flip books to identify the characters, setting, beginning, middle, and end of the story.  They also partner read the story in pairs.       





We are going to start our spelling tests next week.  I am going to also try a new spelling program with the students called Words Their Way which is a research-based program based on word study.  I will be sending home more information next week.  But for this week – there is no spelling test.    





bought  


front  


kitchen  


roll


until  


*Practice reading, spelling and using these words in sentences.  





Math Fact Practice:


     We began math fact practice this week.  By the end of second grade the students should be able to complete 100 addition and subtraction math facts in 5 minutes.  We will also begin multiplication and division this year.  So the faster they can memorize addition and subtraction, the better!  Flashcards are a great way to practice math facts.  Please let me know if you need any suggestions for practicing with flashcards.  


   





     We began our science books this week.  The first lesson is on identifying different plant parts and knowing their functions.  We learned about the functions of the roots, leaves, stem, and flower.   


     We did the first lesson from the Art Attack program.  We made line monsters, concentrating on creating different types of lines.   We also used a crayon- watercolor resist to make them come to life.   





Checkbooks and Student Store


     We will have our student store this week for the students to spend their hard-earned money.  We could really use donations for this store.  If you have any old toys or different items that you could donate, it would be much appreciated.  I went through my old stuff and found old purses, costume jewelry, balls, toys, books, and all sorts of things.  This is a great way to clear out any old items that you don’t want!  We would love anything that is in pretty good condition to add to the store.  I also look for different deals at stores, like any clearance items.  I have found lots of toys, stickers, notepads, etc. on the dollar or clearance racks at various stores.  We will have the store tomorrow, Friday, at the end of the day (around 2:00).  Thanks for all your help!





Contact Info:





Call me at school: 765-4340 x106





Email me: enovoa@wilmarusd.org 





Accelerated Reading (AR)


     This week the students all took the star reading test on the computer.  This gives them a pretty accurate grade level for reading.  It also gives them a zone of book levels that they should be reading.  Included in this newsletter is a parent letter explaining this information.  Use this zone to help your child pick books that will be right at their level.  


     I am using their score from this reading test to help them set goals for AR.  Each student will have a goal for the number of points they can earn in the first trimester.  We have a colorful board in the classroom that will show each student’s progress towards their goal.  This is a great motivator!  I encourage all of you to check out the home connect website and see all the books your child is reading.  Please let me know if you need help logging in to the website.  I sent home a letter about this last week.      





Accelerated Math (AM)





     We will begin Accelerated Math next week.  This is a fantastic program that will support those who need support and challenge those who need a challenge.  











